BEFORE THE JUDI Cl AL QUALI FI CATI ONS COW SSI ON
STATE OF FLORI DA
CASE NO.: 02-487

| NQUI RY CONCERNI NG JUDGE SUPREME CT. CASE NO. SC03-1171
GREGORY P. HOLDER;
/

CRDER _OF DI SM SSAL

This mtter was considered after a six-day evidentiary
heari ng before the Hearing Panel of the Judicial Qualifications
Comm ssion (JQC) conposed of (1) Judge John P. Kuder (Chair), (2)
Judge Tom Freeman, (3) attorney Howard C. Coker, (4) attorney
John Cardillo, (5) lay nenber Dr. Leonard Haber and (6) |ay
menber Ricardo Morales, I111. Formal charges were filed by the
JQC I nvestigative Panel on July 16, 2003. The charges concerned
al | eged pl agi ari sm by Judge Hol der of an Air War Col | ege research
paper which Judge Hol der wote while a Lieutenant Col onel in the
Air Force Reserve. The course may have led to possible
advancenent in rank. The charge is that in 1998 Judge Hol der
commtted plagiarism Approxi mately 10-pages of a 21-page
research paper with Judge Holder's nanme on it were copied al nost
verbatim from another paper witten in 1996 by another officer
who furnished a copy to Judge Holder. The charge al so concerned
a "certificate" that the paper was solely the work of Judge
Hol der .

No original paper by Judge Holder was ever |ocated. A
phot ocopy of his alleged paper obtained from an anonynous source

was attached to the Formal Charges and admitted into evidence.



Judge Holder denied that the photocopy was his paper and
contended the photocopy was a nmanufactured forgery. Ext ensi ve
di scovery occurred and evidence, including expert testinony on
both sides, was presented for six days. Speci al counsel and
counsel for Judge Holder were well prepared and presented the
respective positions of their clients in a very professional and
conpet ent manner.

The Panel took nunerous notions and objections by Judge
Hol der under advi sement during the hearing. Al of these notions
and objections are hereby denied and overruled by the full Panel.
The Panel thus considered the totality of all the evidence
proffered and received during the hearing.

After due deliberation and consideration of all the evidence
and argunment of counsel, the Hearing Panel unaninously concl udes
that the charges should be and hereby are dism ssed. This ruling
is entered pursuant to Rule 20 of the Florida Judicia
Qualifications Conmission Rules.® The evidence was extrenely
conflicting and the inplications disturbing. The credibility of
certain witnesses was in doubt. The nenories of the |ong past
events were unclear. The Panel concludes that the evidence was

troubl esonme but did not rise to the I evel of clear and convincing
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Rul e 20 provides in relevant part:

| f the Hearing Panel dism sses the fornmal charges, the
Hearing Panel shall pronptly file a copy of the
di sm ssal order certified by the Chair of the Hearing
Panel with the Cerk of the Suprene Court.
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evidence of guilt. In re: Kinsey, 842 So. 2d 77, 85 (Fla. 2003),

and In re: Davey, 645 So. 2d 398, 404 (Fla. 1994). The six

menber Hearing Panel voted unaninously to dism ss the charges.

DONE AND ORDERED this 23rd day of June, 2005.

FLORI DA JUDI CI AL QUALI FI CATI ONS
COVMM SSI ON

By:/s/ John P. Kuder
JUDGE JOHN P. KUDER
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Florida Judicial Qualifications
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Tal | ahassee, Florida 32303
850/ 488- 1581
850/ 922- 6781 (fax)
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